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primitive men, not the savages of the present time) in
respect to their innate law-abidingness, and while we may
accept also his view that the strict enforcement of law
played a great part in producing this evolution, we cannot
accept his view of the mode of operation of law in producing
this all-important change.

But the hypothesis of the " primal law " enables us
to conceive the first step of the process in a manner
consistent with modern biological principles. For offence
against the " primal law" meant death to the offender,
unless he proved himself more than a match for the
patriarch. Hence the ruthless pugnacity of the patriarch
must have constantly weeded out the more reckless of his
male progeny, those least capable of restraining their
sexual impulse under the threat of his anger. Fear, the
great inhibitor, must have played a great part in inducing
observance of the " primal law " ; and it might be sug-
gested that the principal effect of the enforcement of this
law must have been to increase by selection the power of
this restraining instinct. But those males who failed to
engage in combat would never succeed in transmitting
their too timorous natures to a later generation; for by
combat alone could the headship of a family be obtained.
Hence this ruthless selection among the young males
must have led to the development of prudence, rather
than to the mere strengthening of the instinct of fear.

Now prudent control of an impulse implies a much
higher type of mental organisation, a much greater
degree of mental integration, than is implied by the
mere inhibition of an impulse through fear. No doubt
the instinct of fear plays a part in such prudent control,
but it implies also a considerable degree of development
of self-consciousness and of the self-regarding sentiment
and a capacity for deliberation and the weighing of
motives in the light of self-consciousness. If an individual
has such capacities, a moderate strength of the fear-
impulse will suffice to restrain the sex-impulse more effec-
tively than a very strong fear-impulse operating in a less-
developed mind. The operation of the " primal law "
will, therefore, have tended to secure that the successful